
Courts  of  Law  in  Germany 
 

Ordinary jurisdiction: 

= Civil and Criminal Law 

Labour 
 jurisdiction 

General administrative  
jurisdiction 

Social  
jurisdiction 

Fiscal  
jurisdiction 

 

 

Federal Constitutional Court  
= Bundesverfassungsgericht in Karlsruhe (BVerfG) 

 

 

Federal   Supreme   courts: 

Federal Court of Justice 

= Bundesgerichtshof 
in Karlsruhe (BGH) 

Federal Labour Court 

= Bundesarbeitsge-
richt in Erfurt (BAG) 

Federal Administrative Court 

= Bundesverwaltungsgericht 
in Leipzig (BVerwG) 

Federal Social Court 

= Bundessozialgericht  
in Kassel (BSG) 

Federal Finance Court 

= Bundesfinanzhof  
in  München (BFH) 

 

 

 

Courts   of   the  Länder:        

Higher Regional Courts 

= Oberlandesgerichte 
   (OLG) 

Higher Labour Courts 

= Landesarbeitsge-
richte (LAG) 

Higher Administrative Courts 

= Oberverwaltungsgerichte 
   (OVG) bzw. Verwaltungs-
   gerichtshöfe (VGH) 

Higher Social Courts 

= Landessozialgerichte 
   (LSG) 

Finance Courts 

= Finanzgerichte (FG) 

 

 

 

Regional Courts 

= Landgerichte (LG) 

Labour Courts 

= Arbeitsgerichte 
   (ArbG) 

Administrative Courts 

= Verwaltungsgerichte (VG) 

Social Courts 

= Sozialgerichte (SG) 
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Local Courts 

= Amtsgerichte (AG) 

= only points 
   of (federal) 
   law 

= points of 
   fact and law 

= only points of 
   federal consti-
   tutional law 

Scope of 
review: 

Appeal   on   points   of   fact   and  law    ( =  Berufung) 

Appeal   on   points   of   law   ( =  Revision) 

= points of 
   fact and law 


